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After reading this article, what do you feel is the number one thing you should take away from this article?
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Let’s Explore!

The Internet s a digital world at our fingertips, just brimming
with information waiting to be discovered. But what are the.
most effective ways of exploring that world? In Chapter 2,
you learned that the Internet is a global communication
network that allows computers to exchange and share
information worldwide. The Internet makes it possible for
people around the world to connect and share ideas across
time zones and geographical locations. However, because
cyberspace is such a large realm, it is easy to get“lost It can
sometimes be difficult to find the information you need.
So, the most effective way to explore the Internet is to have.
strategies in place for doing research on the Web and for
evaluating the websites you find there.

Follow the Three Key Factors
of Surfing the Web

2 Think back to Chapter 2, where you learned about the three key
keywords, write factors of surfing the Web: search, strategy, and safety. Without
research questions, these three factors, it can be easy to get lost on the Webl Butby|
" following these techniques, you will have a better chance of|
and be cautious about  exploring the Web with safety, efficiency, and success:

Use targeted

what you share and @ Search

where you go online. Most surfing sessions start with the user typing targeted

T keywordsabouta subjectinto a search engine. Often, s
helpful to employ a Boolean search, linking keywords with
and, or, or not.

© Strategy

Good strategies for searching the Web include writing research
questions; extracting keywords from the questions and typing
them into a search engine; using synonyms if the keywords
don't bring up the results you want; keeping track of which
keywords and synonyms you use; and recording the results of
your searches.
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© Safety

You should always be cautious about what information you
hare online and which websites you visit

Out of these three factors, the way you approach Web searches
is the most important element in using your time efficiently.

In order to find the information you are looking for online, you
should create a search strategy, which will enable you to narrow
your search and avoid unrelated topics.

For example, f you were searching for information on cell
phone safety, you would want to use keywords and phrases that
would lead you to relevant articles. Keywords such as texting
and driving are more specific than general terms such as safety
and concern. More specific keywords willtypically yield more
specific results

Assessing Credibility

The different websites accessible on the Web can make our
job as researchers tricky. How do we know which information
we can trust? If information is available on the Web, does that
automatically make it accurate? The answer is that, just as
with printed information, not allinformation available online
is factual. The old adage“Don't believe everything you read”
applies to the Web, too.

In fact, you should carefully evaluate the information you
uncover online. Consider the credibility,or trustworthiness and
reliability, of the content before taking it as the truth.

Remember the differences between informational and
corporate/e-commerce websites, which you learned about in
Chapter 2? While informational websites usually strive to offer
credible content to users, corporate and e~commerce websites
sometimes present inaccurate information in order to sell
something. Remember that if an online offer seems too good to
betrue, it probably is! 2

Just because
something is
online doesn’t
make it true.
Don’t believe
everything

you read.
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