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[bookmark: _GoBack]If you were to guess, what type of ending do the web sites you visit the most have?
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Common Credible URLs

s you consider the dizzying number of websites on the We,
you might wonder if there is a way to determine whether

2 website is credible by looking at its URL. Itis true that a
wwebsite's URL gives clues to its credibility, but even if the
composition of the URL makes you think that a site must be
credible, you should still evaluate it carefully.

When you encounter a URL, look at the letters that appear
after the “dot” For example, the website of the White House

s www.whitehouse.gov. The letters that appear after the ‘dot”
are gov. That section of the URL is called the top-level domain
Looking at a URL top-level domain will help you determine a

site’s credibility.

Websites ending in .gov are government-related websites,
Generally,they can be trusted to provide credible statistical
information, articles on many different topics, and government
news, Examples of this type of site include www.usa.gov (offcal
United States Web portal); www.census.gov (Bureau of the
Census in the U.S. Department of Commerce); and www.epa.goy
(US. Environmental Protection Agency).

Websites ending in .edu are the websites of educational
institutions, such as colleges and universities. These sites

usually offer a variety of credible data, especially about the

school’s operations and the research findings of ts faculty

and staff. (However, keep in mind that the administrations of

colleges and universities may display bias on some issues) Keep
q in mind that students sometimes receive free server

space from the schools they attend, and they may create
‘websites with an .edu top-level domain. You must be vigilant
about these student—created websites, as they may contain
inaccurate information or bias.

Credibility of Top-Level Domains

More
Credible

+ www.usa.gov + www.mit.edu
+ www.census.gov * www.uri.edu
* www.epa.gov * www.umass.edu
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= Itis true that a website’s URL gives clues to its
\ credibility, but even if the composition of the URL
makes you think that a site must be credible,
you should still evaluate it carefully.

Websites ending in g are the websites of organizations.
While many organizations—especially nonprofits such as the
American Heart Association or the American National Red
Cross—provide credible information, they may sometimes

be advertising products or services, too. Some organizations
show considerable bias as well, 50 you must evaluate .org sites
carefully.

Websites with the top-level domains of iz, .com, and..net
deserve a higher level of scrutiny. For the most part, they are
less likely to provide accurate information, especially because
many of them are corporate or e-commerce websites bent

on selling products to consumers. However, there are some
exceptions. Most news organizations (newspapers, magazines,
online content providers, etc), for example, have com websites,
and they generally strive to provide the most accurate, unbiased
information possible. (However, some news organizations have
political biases 5o, as always, you must evaluate the information
you receive from these sites.)

More
29, com®.nef =
= Questionable
Examples: For Example Only:
« www.redcross.org « wwwiffy.biz
« www.idealist.org « www.couldbeok.com
« www kidrex.org « www.maybe.net
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